
 

  

Hear the new record,  
AIN’T WE BROTHERS, view 
performance videos and read more 
via this EPK:  
http://gleaves.rockpaperscissors.biz 

 
“What I first noticed about Sam was the gift, but that’s obvious to anybody. What struck me was just underneath that 

talent, an honest respect and desire to honor this tradition. Sam is all we hope to see and hear in these younger generations.” 

-Sheila Kay Adams, NEA National Heritage Fellowship Recipient, seventh generation ballad singer 

 “If a remake of ‘O, Brother!’ is made some decades from now, it is quite likely that Sam Gleaves will be standing where 
Ralph Stanley stood. This music, this culture, this history, and mainly this spirit will live forever in Sam's magic.  
He's got so much mojo to give you."          -Gaye Adegbalola, Blues Woman, Blues Music Award Winner. 

“Sam Gleaves is an amazing new talent. To think that someone so young can understand the ancient tones of this music 
with such a deep and profound sense of honor makes me have a whole new kind of hope for the future.” 

-Silas House, bestselling author, NEH Chair in Appalachian Studies at Berea College 
 

On the new record, AIN’T WE BROTHERS:  

"Courageous as hell and country to the bone -- Amazingly talented Sam Gleaves, the best young songwriter around, 
heads into new territory with his brilliant album AIN'T WE BROTHERS, joined by a group of world-class musicians and singers. 
Varied, intelligent, moving -- these songs stay with you."      -Lee Smith, novelist, Queen of Appalachian Literature 

“A stunning first album . . . surprising from a 23 year-old still refreshingly wet behind his commercial ears.   

I keep very few albums that I’m given.  This one’s a keeper.”     - Peggy Seeger, Folk Singer and Songwriter. 

 

-1- 

Appalachian ballads: traditional & contemporary  

Born and raised in Wythe County in southwest Virginia, Sam Gleaves 
performs innovative mountain music with a sense of history. Under the 
direction of local teacher and barber Jim Lloyd, Sam took up stringband 
instruments as a teenager, including the banjo, guitar, fiddle, autoharp 
and dulcimer. With his mentor ballad singer Sheila Kay Adams, Sam 
found his voice and fell in love with the mountain love songs, which he 
carries into his generation with pride. Sam’s performances combine 
traditional Appalachian ballads, dance tunes, original songs and the 
stories that surround the music. 

Sam earned a degree in Folklore from Berea College and performed for 
four years with the Berea College Bluegrass Ensemble, directed by Al 
White. With that band and as a solo artist, Sam has toured extensively, 
performing at U.S. venues such as Mountain Stage and the Woodsongs 
Old Time Radio Hour, and abroad in Ireland, England, Canada and Japan.  

Sam writes new songs in the Appalachian tradition, telling stories about 
love, the home place, working people and present social issues in the 
mountains.  Sam’s music has been featured by National Public Radio, 
Kentucky Educational Television, No Depression, The Bluegrass Situation, 
KEXP, Exclaim!, Sing Out!, The Bitter Southerner, and Still Journal. 

AIN'T WE BROTHERS, Sam's debut record of original songs, was released 
in November, 2015. Produced by Cathy Fink, AIN’T WE BROTHERS also 
features guest artists Janis Ian, Tim O’Brien, Laurie Lewis, Marcy Marxer,  

Tyler Hughes and others.   

http://gleaves.rockpaperscissors.biz/


 

  

   

RADIO, VIDEO, & PUBLICATIONS:  

“The Music of a Struggle: Sam Gleaves’ Traditional Revolution.” Jewly Hight, NPR Music, 2015. 

 “Sam Gleaves Burns Down Closet Door On New Release.” Rachel Cholst, No Depression, 2015.  

“Haunting Banjo Tune Inspired By Coal Miner’s Struggle,” producer Roxy Todd, West Virginia Public Radio 2015. 

“Rooted In Music,” produced by Veronica Weber, Western Kentucky University’s Mountain Workshops, 2014. 

“Go Folk Yourself,” by Jason Howard, LEO Weekly, 2013. 

 

SELECTED PERFORMANCES: 

Woodsongs Old Time Radio Hour (guest of Tom Paxton), May 2015. Hear the program here:  

Mountain Stage, October 2015.  Hear the program archived here:  

Carter Family Fold (with the McLain Family Band), Hiltons, Virginia, 2013, 2014. 
“Sound Strata of Coastal Northumberland,” composed by Susan Stenger, performed on Holy Island, England, 2015.  
Galway International Arts Festival (with Bertha Hope and Mary McPartlan), Ireland, 2014.   
Thomas Wolfe House (with Sheila Kay Adams), Asheville, North Carolina, 2011 
Keynote Performance (with Silas House), Appalachian Studies Association, Marshall University, 2014. 
 

-With the Berea College Bluegrass Ensemble- 
Paul Rusch Festival and Yatsugatake County Fair at KEEP, Hokuto City, Japan, 2014. 
Helen Mills Theater, New York, New York, 2011. 
Berea College Celebration of Traditional Music, Berea, Kentucky, 2010 – 2014. 
 
HONORS: 

Mid-Atlantic Songwriting Contest: Silver Award in Country-Bluegrass Category for “Just Like Jordan.”  
“Ain’t We Brothers” named a Favorite Song of 2015 by NPR Music and a Favorite Album of 2015 by Sing Out! 
 
ON OTHER RECORDINGS: 

“Johnny Is My Darling” (2014) composed by Susan Stenger and Sam Gleaves 
Score for L’EXPOSITION D'UN FILM by Mathieu Copeland. 
“Greenwood Laddie,” Shirley Inspired (2014) compilation tribute to British folksinger Shirley Collins.   

CONTACT SAM . . .  

Learn more at www.samgleaves.com 
For bookings, recordings or more information, 
please contact Sam Gleaves:  
samuelgleaves@gmail.com  
276. 617. 1611 
 
Online press kit: http://gleaves.rockpaperscissors.biz 

Twitter:  @SamGleaves 
Facebook:  Sam Gleaves 
YouTube:  samgleaves1 
https://soundcloud.com/sam-gleaves 
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